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Vintage Voice: The Early Years

This is the second installment of our trip down memory lane via early issues of our Society's
venerable newsletter. In that we're coming up to the 2008 Vancouver International Wine
Festival, | thought it appropriate to take us back to the Vintage Voice's article heralding the
upcoming 1982 Festival. Many of you may not remember, or perhaps never knew, that our
Society was instrumental, through John Levine, in starting up the Festival in the first place
and that, in its early years, what has now become the largest wine festival in North America,
was dedicated solely to American wines. As well, you'll note in the article some iconic
names of the wine industry who are, sadly, no longer with us.

So, from the February 1982 edition of the Vintage Voice -

Wine Festival — Update

The 1982 Wine Festival promises once again to be THE event of the year for committed
imbibers. We've lost a few wineries since last year but gained a lot more, including Heitz,
Charles Krug, Cambiaso and ZD. If you've already seen the brochure, take note; there have
been some changes since the printing. San Martin, Sequoia Grove and Numano Sake have
dropped out, but Round Hill, Geyser Peak, Foppiano, Markham, Clos du Bois and Felton
Empire have signed up. The dates are March 8, 9 and 10 ...... clear your calendar ...... and
the place is the Hyatt Regency.

There's more of everything this year .... more wines, more time, more space and, for people
going to the Speaker Sessions, more comfort. The Speaker Sessions are restricted. No
more SRO. But there’s an extra session that's been added since the original ticket offering,
so if you want to attend it, make sure you get your tickets changed accordingly. There's no
charge. Phone Ken Neufeld at the Playhouse office. The number is 684-5361.

And while we're on the subject of speakers, here’s a sampling from the tentative schedule:

Monday: (Speaker portion sold out) John Wright of Domaine Chandon and Hanns
Kornell of (you guessed it) Hanns Kornell, will talk about sparkling wines, and Harry Waugh
will give an overview of California wines.

Tuesday: (the extra added day) Representatives of Chateau St. Jean, Kenwood and
Clos du Bois on Sonoma County, and Brother Timothy, Cellarmaster of Christian Brothers,
on the heritage and future of California wines.

Wednesday: Representatives of Mondavi and Parducci will discuss the merits of wood, and
Joe Heitz and Harry Waugh will give us their expert opinions on how to recognize quality
and aging potential.

That's just a partial list too, so prepare your palates for three days in March. Tickets are
available at VTC outlets, or, if you're prepared to volunteer some of your time, the Festival
Committee suggests that you might just get a night for free.
Either way, we'll see you there.

-Elizabeth Wilson
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"We are proud to
say that some of the
founding members
continue to support
the Society to this
day, including John
Levine, Gordon
Wilcox, Bruce Wilde
and our cellarmaster
and past-president,
Doug Russell.”

President’s Message

Now that the Society has resumed publication of the Vintage Voice, it gives us
the opportunity to familiarize our members and those wishing to receive more
information about our Society in a timely fashion. It also allows former
members to re-establish contact with their wine loving friends, to catch up on
recent events and our plans for the coming season.

The major wine event that occurred this year was the Vancouver Playhouse
International Wine Festival. There were over 1,600 wines from 176 wineries
throughout the world waiting to be tasted by approximately 25,000 attendees.
American wines were well represented with 24 wineries from California, Oregon
and Washington. It is difficult to imagine that 30 years ago, the Vancouver
American Wine Society started the Festival with only one winery presenting its
wines. With the persuasion of the Society’s executive, more and more wineries
participated in each successive year, until the event grew too large for our
members to manage. Administration was then turned over to the Vancouver
Playhouse. We are proud to say that some of the founding members continue
to support the Society to this day, including John Levine, Gordon Wilcox, Bruce
Wilde and our cellarmaster and past-president, Doug Russell. It has been a
tradition that even though the Festival has passed to other capable hands, many
of our members were very visible at the various events by their presence as
volunteers and attendees.

It is my pleasure to refer you to our Calendar of Events on our website
(www.vaws.org) which details the dinners, tastings and other wine happening
which are scheduling for the remainder of the year.

And remember, your best bottle of wine is the one that you are currently
enjoying.
- Denis Mac Aree
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California vintners in the Napa Valley area primarily produce
Pinot Blanc, Pinot Noir and Pinot Grigio wines. Now they have
developed a new hybrid grape that acts as an anti-diuretic.

It is expected to reduce the number of trips older people have
to make to the bathroom during the night.

What will they call this new wine? Why, Pinot More, of course!

You heard it though the Grapevine!
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A little taste of California wines

Look for the CLINE wines to taste and savour, and take note of which
varietals you like the most as I have heard rumours that there will be some
permanent price reductions for CLINE wines as soon as APRIL.

These wines are " BEYOND ORGANIC CERTIFIED" they are biodynamic ally
produced by passionate winemakers....... I love the CLINE Syrah +396481
selling for $18.99, reduced $1.00. Previously $19.99,it can be described as
fat and fleshy with ripe lush fruit and round tannins, delicious and available
at government liquor stores.

Another Californian wine to notice is a newcomer to our BC market, the
CYCLES GLADIATOR wines. The CYCLES GLADIATOR SYRAH +197483 is
garnet purple black color, with sweet clove, black pepper and roasted nut
aromas. A soft silky entry leads to a smooth dry yet fruity medium body of
berry coulis, clove, pepper flavours. Finishes with a long, tangy dark berry
& spice. A very elegantly textured & styled wine. Only $16.99. Available at
government liquor stores.

Cline Syrah

You can order the Cycles Gladiator Cabernet +852905 by the glass at JOE
FORTES restaurant located at Thurlow & Robson St. I am addicted to their
fantastic Cobb salad with two dressings, if you add a glass of Gladiator
Cabernet you will be in heaven! Unfortunately this wine is not found in
government liquor stores, for restaurants and private stores only.

Cycles Gladiator
Speaking of wines by the glass, Joe Fortes is where I discovered HESS Syrah
cabernet sauvignon +335794, as they offered this fantastic red wine by the
glass in the past. HESS is a wine with soft tannins and youthful fruitiness.
Traditional winemaking techniques combined with small oak barrels
compliment the naturally rich Cabernet Sauvignon flavours and create a
wine with immediate appeal and exceptional value. Sold in government
stores for $23.99.

Enjoy the wines from California as often as possible.
- Susan Russell
Product Consultant
susan.russell@bcliquorstores.com

My favourite pairing
Prawns and Chardonnay - this always turns out well, and it's so [

fast! Even ABC'ers (Anything But Chardonnay) will like this.

Kristal Kaulbach
kkwine@canada.com
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